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Antarctic birds have unique adaptations to survive in the
extreme conditions, such as thick plumage, waterproof
feathers, and the ability to migrate long distances to find
food. Many of these birds feed on krill and other small
marine animals, which are abundant in the region.
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Birdwatching is a popular activity for tourists visiting
Antarctica, but strict guidelines are in place to protect the
birds and their habitats.



The different birds of Antarctica

Petrels are known for their incredible
sense of smell, which they use to locate
food in the ocean and for their
distinctive, high-pitched calls.

Gulls are
scavengers
that feed on a
variety of food
SOuUrces,
including fish,
krill, and even
the eggs and
chicks of other
birds.

Albatrosses have the longest wingspan of
any bird, with some species reaching up
to 11 feet. They can fly for months at a
time without touching down on land.

Skuas are aggressive predators that
will often steal food from other

- birds, including penguins. They are
known for their distinctive, mottled
plumage, which helps them blend
in with their surroundings.

Gulls are scavengers
that feed on a variety
of food sources,
including fish, krill,
and even the eggs
and chicks of other
birds.



Sheathbills are the only bird species
. 1n Antarctica that 1s not migratory,

g and they are known for their unusual
feeding habits.

Antarctic terns are skilled fliers that can
hover and dive at high speeds to catch
their prey.

Adelie penguins are one of the most
common penguin species in Antarctica,
and they are known for their distinctive

black and white plumage. They are
known to build their nests out of small
stones, which they collect from the
surrounding area.
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hour.

Snowy sheathbills
are known to follow
seals and penguins,
scavenging their

- leftover food.




~ questions ~

What are some birds found in Antarctica?
What adaptations do Antarctic birds have to survive in the extreme
conditions?
What do Antarctic birds eat?
What threatens the survival of Antarctic birds?

Can you name three species of Antarctic birds and describe one
unique characteristic of each?
How do Antarctic birds migrate to find food?
What role do Antarctic birds play in the ecosystem of the region?

How are human activities impacting the populations of Antarctic
birds?

How do Antarctic birds contribute to the food chain in the region?
What are some conservation efforts in place to protect Antarctic
birds?

What are some challenges faced in studying and researching
Antarctic birds?

How have changes in the Antarctic environment atfected the
behavior of Antarctic birds?

What is the significance of the wandering albatross in the Antarctic
ecosystem?
How have Antarctic birds adapted to the changing climate of the
region?
What are some potential solutions to mitigate the threats facing
Antarctic bird populations?
How might the decline of Antarctic bird populations impact the
overall health of the Antarctic ecosystem?



